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 News from the Garden 

november 2011 

“We are a gathering of God’s people committed to worshipping God and to sharing his love and salvation through 

Jesus Christ by meeting the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of our community.” 

“I know the plans I have for you…. to give you a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 

Thanksgiving 2011 

 
Dear Sister and Brothers in Christ - 

I have so many things to be thankful for this Thanksgiving season that I’m not sure where to even start.  I’m thankful for, 
in no particular order: my years as pastor in Baytown,my months of being pastor here, 

Myhealth,Martin,Morgan,Ian,my parents,my brothers and sister,my in-laws,my sisters and brother-in-law,my dogs,my cats 

(some of the time),no hurricanes landing in Louisiana this year,friends all over the country,extended family,Barbara in the 
office,a smaller house, people who are not afraid or creeped out by bugs, and so many other things. 

But then, there’s this: 
Offertory Prayer 

Mercifiul Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-our selves, our time and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  
  I’m thankful for all the gifts we’ve all been given and the chance we all have them to increase the ministry of 

Gethsemane in this time and place. 
And this: 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  It is indeed right and salutary that we 
should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God……. 
 I’m thankful that every week we gather to praise and thank God for his kindness and love that we experience together in 
the Lord’s Supper. 

And of of course, this: 
Psalm 75:1  We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks; your name is near. 
People tell of your wondrous deeds. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:57  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Matthew 26:27  Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 
 
I’m thankful that we have the word of God to comfort us, challenge us, inspire us.   

 

And, again, if  you haven’t heard me say it this week, I AM SO HAPPY AND BLESSED TO BE HERE WITH YOU!!!! 
 

In God’s peace— Pastor Bonnie 
 



Gethsemane News: 

 

Carol Gadwaw’s Grandchildren, Bella and 

Trey have both turned  

1 year old. 

 

 

This year’s “Run for the Cure”  on October 22 had quite a few people we 

know participate. 

They are: 

Carol Gadwaw’s daughter, Brandi, who ran in 2hrs and a few minutes 

Zack Sloan from our young adults 

Jas Dow, his girlfriend Katie Bowles, and their friends Amber and Wade.  

 Jas and Amber ran for CARE Ambulance.  They decided to enjoy the 

 beautiful weather and walk. 

 

Becky and Sean Vicknair treated Montana and Brianne to a Disney vacation 

 at the Magic Kingdom where the girls participated in the entertain-

 ment portion of a “Pirate’s Adventure Dinner”.  They also toured Sea 

 World and Hollywood Studios.  

 

Denise Pritchard, principal of N.P. Trist Middle School, was awarded 

 $25,000 by the Milken Family Foundation’s National Educator Award, 

 for excellence in education.  This award according to the foundation is 

 the equivalent to an Oscar.  

Upcoming Events 

 

The next VPT (Counsel) meeting will be on Thursday, November 10 at 7pm. 

On Wednesday, November 23 at 7pm Gethsemane will have a Thanksgiving 

worship service. 

Starting on Wednesday, November 30 at 

7pm Gethsemane will have weekly Advent 

services. 



 

 

 

 

YOU’RE INVITED!! 
 

LCM at LSU is hosting a tailgate for the         

homecoming game against Western Kentucky 

on     November 12th 

 

 Meet us in the Enchanted Forest by the Hart 

(off of Aster) parking lot at noon! 

 Food, drinks, and fun will be provided!                     

(Please bring your own chairs and alcohol) 

 Feel free to bring your favorite tailgate dish! 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
 

We are looking for: 

 People to help with this project 

 Names of people in the parish who 

may be in need of help this Thanksgiv-

ing 

 Monetary gifts 

 Prayer 

 

We received some money from the Synod 

and we have the offering from Pastor  

Bonnie’s installation service to help us with 

this but we can always use more! 

 

 

Please talk to Pastor  

Bonnie or let Barbara 

know in the office. 

The ELCA Youth Gathering 
New Orleans in July 2012  

 

Once again the Youth Gathering will need adult volunteers to help make this event special for our youth.   
Adult Volunteers must believe that our youth and important and worth helping! They must be must be at 
least 19 years old and have graduated from High School at least a year by July 2012.  And they must 
pass a security check.  The security check fee is paid by the local volunteers not the Gathering.   
 
For more information contact: 
 
Phyllis DuSang 

3029 Indiana Ave 
Kenner, LA 70065 

Cell: 504-388-6938 
Email: edaphyllis@bellsouth.net 

 
 
Registration for the Youth Gathering is now open to the youth and in a couple of days we had 27,000 
youth registered, so we are looking for a wonderful turn out!!!!!!!! 
 
 

Patricia Armstrong 

1204 Vintage Dr 
Kenner, LA 70065 

Cell: 504-460-7874 
Email: parmstrong8@att.net 

mailto:edaphyllis@bellsouth.net
mailto:parmstrong8@att.net


COMING SOON 
 

 God’s Global Barnyard 
 
How about giving a goat to grandma?  Or a pig  
to your principal?  Or a rabbit to a relative? Or  
an alpaca to your Aunt?  How about really  
making our Christmas presents count this year? 

ELCA World Hunger 

ELCA World Hunger responds to the root causes of hunger with work in 60 
countries around the world, including the United States. Cornerstones of this 
work include hunger education, advocacy and projects focused on agriculture, 
livestock, water, health care and job training to help people lift themselves out of 
hunger and poverty for the long-term. 

GETHSEMANE PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 
Things are going very well for Ms. Peggy and the teachers.  The kids are settling in to 
the routine and are learning a lot. 
 
 
The three and four year old classes had a awesome time on their Fall walk to Breaux 
Mart.  The employees were terrific and the pictures turned out great.  Please remem-
ber their generosity when you’re shopping. 
 
 
The Thanksgiving Celebrations will be on November 16, 17 and 18 with the kids pre-
paring their own feasts. Yum! Yum! 
 
The kids will be off of school for the week of Thanksgiving. 



THANKS: 
 To everyone who helped set-up, clean-up, cook, organize, and shop for 

Oktoberfest.  Everyone who gathered donations, invited people to come 
and who spent MONEY!  Everyone who worked a booth or got dunked 
in one!  And especially to God for such a beautiful day! 

 To everyone who helped with Pastor Bonnie’s installation service and 
the potluck afterwards.  It was all wonderful. 

 To everyone who has helped and continues to help with worship. 
 To our high school and college youth (and Ms. Janie!!) for leading wor-

ship while Pastor Bonnie was gone.  They did an awesome job and are 
excited to do it again soon. 

 To Terrell for fixing Pastor Bonnie’s bookcase and computer. 
 To all the wonderful members of  Gethsemane for the beautiful cross 

you gave me for Pastor’s Appreciation Month.  And for the installation 
gift.  It was so thoughtful.  I love you all. 

    SALE! SALE! SALE! 
 
Many of our Equal Exchange 
products have reached their 
expiration date or are close.  If 
you are interested in purchas-
ing some coffee, tea or hot 
chocolate at discounted prices, 
please see the  bookcase in 
the narthex for products and 
prices!  Thanks! 

Advent Resources 

 
Advent devotional books for all ages, 

advent calendars and other resources 

are available in the   

Narthex.   

 

Advent is a great time to 

practice our  

discipleship at home. 

Fordham Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Bronx 
Is our sister congregation in the northeast.  They have been so  
gracious and generous to us.  We are working on developing the  
relationship between our churches as well as between their youth  
and ours.   
 

They were impacted earlier this fall by the storms that hit the  eastern 
seaboard as well as by the early snow last week.  
 

They also just found out that they need a new boiler (a real necessity 
up there).  Luckily, it’s one of the smaller ones and not one of the 
ones that cost $40,000! 
 

Please keep all the members and their pastor,  Rev. John Backe in 
your prayers 
 
Check out their website: www.fordhamlutheranchurch.com  



OKTOBERFEST 

October 8, 2011 

 

This event was a wonderful success. 



Installation of Pastor Bonnie 
October 30, 2011 

Thank You to everyone who attended. 
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Sunday Schedule 

Traditional Worship 8am 

Faith Formation 9:15am 

Contemporary Worship 10:30am 

 

Staff 

Pastor Bonnie Parker 

Barbara Brunet—Secretary 


